MEMORIAL
FESTIVAL

October 12th, 1965



it
|




THemorial
I!gﬁ;lﬂﬂdrﬂﬂ-ﬂﬂ

Cheistopher
Columbus

1965
San Salvador
Columbus Festival

Christopher Columbus Foundation
Board of Directors

Mr. James R. Anderson M. W. I, MeMeil
President of Groee Lone
The Hon. D, Guillermo Belt
Former Ambassador from O
to the United States, the Mr. Paul F. Machiman

Ilnited MNations and the 0,45,

The Hon. Dr. Pedra G, Beltran The Hon. Dr. Gale Flaza
Former Miniaster of Foreign Relotions of Peru Former Preaident of Ecnodor

His Excellency, Dir. Guillerma Sevilla Sacasn
Ambassador from Nicaragueo
o the United Stafes arnd the 0.4 5.

Memorial Festival E'ﬂmn;itfees

FESTIVAL MANAGEMENT MANAGEMENT FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE BAHMAMAS
Preaidens Lan it ’ Dir. Pedm Gesa Crrrvmamar z . 1 : Hoai. Sir Rslph Geey
Director Geseral Mr, Frederia P, Sexds Minisler of Teurism 2 Har Stalford Sands
Project Coordinetlor Mir. Predesick M. Moleall Minister of Pest & Tebbsommunioations Sir Foy Solomos
Diplocraiis Listeen for OO MLF. Dr, Guetilarmes Fali Dovermment Linisos - Mr, B H. Symonatia
Display Dhirsctac .. : M, Cherles Ballows Drilepment Board Lk - M. Hurtx Heabey
Supervisor Gl ﬂ:r’-’m el L bdr. Hans Rotbedalz

Cirectoc ol Prem Relations Mr. Jobs Desdieti

Dhiplosalss Peoloos] Al Mr. Frank Hustado BLAMAGEMENT FOIR THE ISLAND OF SAN BALVADOR

Pl 15akean h Mr. Heinz Jursssh R lienl Coavinm d a8 imsr .. B, Dosald B, Peslt
San Salvader Liaksn Mr. Eupene FEicheverry Berurity & Servioes - ME. Jediply Albimy
Muwmu Reosplions Liaison . . Bir., Hosunl Burt Balamd Comaniites Membar Me. Juoods J o
Alr asd Sea Thekeling Ml Frasimi Babsls Blpwnl Flasy Candr, - wewnall. (G- Manh, Cmile. USE.HN.

Bania Pauls Lisison Bir. Frmlorsk Lenneriz Adr Forge Dase Masagper .. ..o FESUE———— R LT T




THE CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS
FOUNDATION

Tha Christopher Columbus Foundation, a private organization of prom-
inent citizens of the American Nations, has been formed to commemorate a
dramatic moment in the history of the Americas, and to develop the Island
of San Salvador as a cultural center for the Hemisphere, As the point of origin
for the peoples who, over many generations, seitled the New Warld, it is hoped
that one day San Salvador will become a repository of the arts and artilacts
of the Age of Discovery ns well as a showplace for exhibits by all the nations
which henefited from that discovery.

The Foundation has declared as its aims:

The promotion of peace, education, and friendship among the peoples
of the Americas and of the world.

An “Instituto de La Americas” at San Salvador would be established
and eventually, a seat of high leaming dedicated to such activitiea that will
contdbute to the knowledge of American governmental and business relations,
history, geography, languages, literature and the arts.

The arganization plans a new museur, musie festivalg, and competitions
designed to encourage peoples of the Americas to exchange ideas in the arts.

The Foundation believes that in the encouragement of scholarship, the
exchange of students, sharing of knowledge, and fostering of interpersonal
relationships between men of disparate nations lies the key to o peaceful and
prosperous future for this hemisphere. The primary purpose for the formation
of the Foundation is to facilitate the formation of such relationships among
the future leaders of our hemisphere.

In the practical world of economics, the Foundation plans to invite men
of distinction from the husiness life of all the nations of the hemisphere to meet
in convecations to discuss the problems and needs of their respective countries.
Seminars for students of Western Hemisphere and general international eco-
nomics would benefit from the experience and thinking of the foremost men
of our era.

The laying of the cornerstone for the “Tnstituto de Las Americas” repre-
aents the first action in the construction of this center for the “New World,"”
and is to symbolize the fith of the founders in the creations to come.

It ie indeed fitting that this enterprise, dedicated to discovering new
grounds for a meeting of the minds of men, be named for that glant personality
whose discovery four hundred and seventy-three years ago, gave us all the gift
of nationhood, the gift of mutual and cherished homelands — Christopher
Columbus. This Foundation hopes by its efforts to contribute gufficient works
and deeds to make it worthy of the lllustrious name it has adopted.
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THE ISLAND OF SAN SALVADOR

SAN SALVADOR

Le=s than one degree of latitude above the
Tropic of Cancer, fronting the broad swells of the
Atlantic, only a little changed from that fateful day
in 1492, lies the all-but-forgotten island of San Sal-
vador. Known by the Indians as “Guanahani,” and
later as “Watling's Island," the name “San Salvador"”
wag bestowed on the place by Chrstopher Columbug,

T name the island afber the Saviour was not
solely an act of eymbelism by Columbus; it was also
& realistic acknowledgement. For the finding of that
place, at that time, on that moming was the salvation
of the expedition, the fleet, and perhaps the life of
Colombus himself.

Thirty-five days out from the Canaries, sail-
ing ever westward into the unknown, having endured
B ol hardships, two false landfalls, two near mutindes,
' i perilously clase to the end of his tether, the sight of
y § ] (.P_ the low beach illumined by the moon must indeed

have assemed a gift of divine providence to the
voyager,

On that October moming history forever changed the little island in the warm sun, Chris-
topher Columbus had not, as he thought, come upon the Indies by a new, short route. He had dis-
eovered a New World,

For many years people argued about which island was Columbus’ San Salvador. When most
historians agread, the island which had been named Watling's, for a noted buccaneer, was re-named
San Salvador, It ia about 200 miles east southeast of Massau,

The oldest monument to the discovery 15 a weathered stone caim erected on the San Sal-
vador beach hy The Chicago Herald in 1891 in anticipation of the 400th anniversary of the 1492
discovery. Another marker, a cement cross, is located on what is now called Landing Beach, south
of Cockburn Town, the main settlement on San Salvador. Thiz is the spot where our celebration
will take place, Another monument marks the spot where Columbus and his crew attended the first
mazs celebratbed in America,

In 1962 an almost exact replica of Columbus® smallest ship, the Mina, was built in Spain, It
gailed from Palos, his Spanish point of departure, along the orginal westerly route.

The 20th century replica of the caravel reached San Salvador on Chrstmas Eve 1962 and
anchored off Cockburn Town. Nina was subsequently towed to Nassau and placed on exhibition
for a while before being taken to Mexico,

The island is low, sparsely wooded, with a few rolling hills inland, many beautiful lalkes, and
miles of clean, smooth beaches, Pointa of interest are Cockbum Town, “Watling's Castle™ — ruins
of the noted pirate’s mansion — the discovery monuments, and a Columbus Museum.

At present there are about 1,000 inhabitants living on the beauntiful island. Many of these are
descendents of Royalists and their slaves who fled from Virginia during the American Revolutionary
War.

It is now assured that San Salvador, which has had a fairly quist existence since 1492, will
claim its inheritance and become a meeting place for the cultures of the Old and New Worlds, as
history intended,

WATLING'S
GASTLE
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FIRST-DAY COVERS

This envelope contains First-Day Covers, commemorating the ceremonies at San Salvador Island, prestamped and ready

OCTOBER 12,
1965

for addressing to your friends, Please use the enclosed blank stationery for any note you wish to enclose in the First-
Day Cover envelopes. After your envelopes have been addressed please return them to the purser’s office, or any Grace

Line staff member. These envelopes will be post-marked at San Salvador Island on October 12, 1965—473 years after
the discovery of the New World.

PLEASE DO NOT DROP IN REGULAR MAIL BOXES. ALL ENVELOPES MUST BE RECEIVED BY NOON ON OCTOBER 12, 1965.

Prepared by GRACE LINE INC.
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October 12, 1965

Mailed from the site first discoverad by Christopher
Columbus — 473 vears ago — in the Mew World



